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THE DOWRY PROHIBITION ACT, 1961

NO. 28 OF 1961

[20th May, 1961.]

An Act to prohibit the giving or taking of dowry.
Notes

Finding ways and means to control and combat the menace of giving and taking of dowry. Vikas v.
Rajasthan, AIR 2002 SC 2830: (2002) 6 SCC 728.
Be it enacted by Parliament in the Twelfth Year of the Republic of India as follows:-
1. Short title, extent and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961.
(2) It extends to the whole of India
(3) It shall come into force on such date2 as the Central Government may, by notification in the Official
Gazette, appoint.

2. Definition of "dowry".-In this Act, "dowry' means any property or valuable security given or agreed to
be given either directly or indirectly.
(a) by one party to a marriage to the other party to the marriage; or
(b) by the parents of either party to a marriage or by any other person, to either party to the marriage or
to any other person, at or before for any time after the marriage] [in connection with the marriage of
the said parties, but does not include] dower or mahr in the case of persons to whom the Muslim
Personal Law (Shariat) applies.
Explanation I-5[]
Explanation Il.-The expression "valuable security" has the same meaning as in Section 30 of the Indian
Penal Code (45 of 1860).

Notes
Periphery of the term "dowry" as defined is not restricted to agreement or demand for payment of
dowry before and at the time of marriage but it also includes demands made subsequent to marriage.
State of A.P. v. Raj Gopal Asawa, AIR 2004 SC 1933: (2004) 4 SCC 470.
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oo gfaser arfafas, 1961 (3)

HHIF 28 Tl 1961

[20 HE, 1961]
g ol &1 AT a7 g1 faltg F3a & fore sifafaaer |
feoqufy
GRS A TUT &Y & W Y AT feacd haet 2T Faer aitet & ek qam ATz Y o
R fo TSI, To 3TS0 310 2002 THo HYe 2830 : (2002) 6 THo Hio HYo 728.
R VRIS & IREd 9 H HHE, GaRT fFdAtai@d &9 H Ig Jfafaafadar -
1. Hiarca 71, REar 3 IR, - (1) 30 3RfATw 1 gftica a9 @ faser sfRfaa#, 1961 B
(2) SHeRT TR [ **] FFOT HRT W
(3) TG 3 ARG T Yl BIaMT? T o1 TR, oI H AT SaRT AT |
2. "o Y TR, - 39 AfATATA &, "gger @ IS W FFafed A1 Hegar gideifa ifaad & o
ToraTe & THa a1 38 qd [ AT faaTe & 9 e §a | -
() TaraTe & U TaTohR GaNT faTg 3 G TaTHI &, AT
(@) TaaTg & fordl i U8TRR & ATAT-TOdT gaRT AT [hET 37T cafdd garT fadrg & fRaT i 9aTehR ot
7 foRdY 31T <IfFd o,
4 (3 TeThRT & TAATE & FFaE H] AT A TcheTd: T IYILTT: &1 ITS § AT &Y S & fT g Hr g
g, o] 37 cafeberal o Heer # foieg ATEere & fafer (QRIFre) o) g1elt 8, Ae $8eh fecleiel w161 ¢ |
FISEFT - 1. — °[**+]
FISEEIT - 2.- " HEAATT FTAHA" I& T a7 37 § AT ARART §US T, 1860 (1860 T 45) T URT
30HE
feogqufy
7 9T 2reg "ggor T AR faarg & qd a1 faare & a#77 ag<t & fau Srey & Ay a1 A dh
AT 7T & Aifhat sTeT Taareg & geard 6 15 AfeT i FFafad &1 T 31T 3¢ w&er o st arer
3THTGT, To 3T 3HITo 2004 THo HYo 1933 : (2004) 4 THo Hlo Hlo 470.
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Demand for dowry can be made at any time and not necessarily before marriage. Bhim Singh v. State of
Uttarakhand, AIR 2015 SC (Supp) 797: 2015 CriLJ 1428.

ly money or property or valuable security demanded by any of the persons mentioned in this section of
the Act, at or before or at any time after marriage which is reasonably connected to death of married
woman, would necessarily be in connection with or in relation to marriage unless, facts of a given case
clearly and unequivocally point otherwise. Rajinder Singh v. State of Punjab, AIR 2015 SC 1359: (2015) 6
SCC 477.

Customary payments in connection with the birth of child or other ceremonies, are not enveloped
within the ambit of the term "dowry". Satvir Singh v. State of Punjab, AIR 2001 SC 2828: (2001) 8 SCC
633. See also, Narayanmurthy v. State of Karnataka, AIR 2008 SC 2377: (2008) 16 SCC 512.

Additional demand of dowry falls under the definition of the term "dowry". Prem Singh v. State of
Haryara, AIR 1998 SC 2628: (1998) 8 SCC 70.

The term "marriage" includes proposed marriage that may not have taken place. Reema Aggarwal v.
Anupam, AIR 2004 SC 1418: (2004) 13 SCC 199.

Demanding of share by deceased in ancestral property of father will not amount to dowry demand.
Baldev Singh v. State of Punjab, AIR 2009 SC 913: (2008) 13 SCC 233.

3. Penalty for giving or taking dowry. [(1)] If any person, after the commencement of this Act, gives or
takes or abets the giving or taking of dowry, he shall be punishable 2[with imprisonment for a term
which shall not be less than 3[five years and with fine which shall not be less than fifteen thousand
rupees or the amount of the value of such dowry, whichever is more]:

Provided that the Court may, for adequate and special reasons to be recorded in the judgment, impose
a sentence of imprisonment for a term of less than 3[five years].

[(2) Nothing in sub-section (1) shall apply to, or in relation to,-

(a) presents which are given at the time of a marriage to the bride (without any demand having been
made in this behalf):

Provided that such presents are entered in a list maintained in accordance with the rules made under
this Act;

(b) presents which are given at the time of marriage to the bridegroom (without any demand having
been made in that behalf):

Provided that such presents are entered in a list maintained in accordance with the rules made under
this Act:

Provided further that where such presents are made by or on behalf of the bride or any person related
to the bride, such presents are of a customary nature and the value thereof is not excessive having
regard to the financial status of the person by whom, or on whose behalf, such presents are given. ]
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oot Sl AT R8T T T ST Thell &, 3MaeTS &9 § faarg & q@ =611 e R fe vee 3w
3caiI@US, To TS0 3o 2015 THo HYo (FTeilo ) 797 2015 fFo AT 5o 1428.

58 URT H 3fodfld safeddr 7 & fadll 3 GarT AT $7 TS FIS Fovled AT €T AT HeddTeT T,
faTe & w#a a1 38 93 a1 faare & gedrd S farfear after #1 g0y & gfFagTad: 2 gs 2
AT &9 § faaTe A SIS g% o1 38 Feewy # gl 51 ek foh ol QU gu aAratel & ey e
gt sata 7 H¥| et RAE o VT 3HTH T4, To TS0 3o 2015 THo Hio 1359 : (2015) 6
THe Hlo He 477.

ool & STeH AT ey STl & T H T ITT ST $ITcIe ‘gt ' Aeq ehT TRTEN H g 3T |
FadR AT e T 3iTF YATE, To 3o 3e 2001 THe HYe 2828 : (2001) 8 THo Hio 633 31X &
ARTIUTHfC fdre T JHIE FeAiea, To TS0 e 2008 THo Hio 2377 : (2008) 16 THo Hio Hio 512.
ggof 1 TR AT o ersc "ggar T g F 37 &1 97 g o ¥ 3T gR=ITOm, To 3o
3 1998 THo Hio 2628 : (1998) 8 THo HYo Hie 70.

Areg; " faaTE" 3 SeATiae faarg ot afFaAfad & S o @@des o g &Yl QT Jrararer o 3reyas, o
3TE0 3o 2004 THo Hio 1418 : (2004) 13 THo HYo Hio 199.

HcTohT ST Tl ohr Aegeh FEafed H 38eh 310 T HIIT el Soof AN 61 ¢ | Tead (g (o FT HE
YSITd, To 3T 3T 2009 THo Hio 913 : (2008) 13 THe Ho HYo 233,

3. G&oT & U1 &g o & fav enfea. - 1[(1)] Ife FS cafFa, s 3fAfATH & URFT & yrdrd, ggof
AT T 91T 31T EgoT Sl AT AT GSH R &I, 2[ T a8 BRI § TS HehT 31afer (9 a9 & ey
oTE1 819N, 3R S[AT & Sl Uoeg BoTR ST & T U ol o Fed i Thd cleh T, SoTa I i 3 3rferm g,
& 51 19T, ] GUSHIA IA:

o] FARATr GATeel 3R FIRY ROt @, St ooty  sfAfered o S, [aie v | & se & fondl
3797 & HRIGTH HT GUSTGL STENTAT HT HHeT |]

4[(2) 3TURT (1) ST IS o 1T,

(ch) THT et T, ST T I TaaTg o FAY (3 [ TAcd IS AT 6 foa) &Y STl § A1 37 Heaetr &
AL ET g1 : o] Ig I ST Ik foh WA A, 39 3T o el 5o I gt & 1R Il
TS T 7 got I AT &,

(@) WY AT T ST ER A {AaTg o AT (39 T Tfced Aot [ T9=1) & Sl 8 3efeh qoeets 7 Se) o7e1
grell : o] g e o1 foh Ol 1€, 50 1RATa & Ty 9o I FAT#l & 3e7ar &l a1$ et A gof
AT

e e 3R 3 et el i S @y ganr AT 38R 3R @ A7 el safbet gamT St gy & AR B, &
STl § agT T $E Sigared Tepfel 1 § 3T 3oTent #Hod, WO safered b faeciiar aRTEuf &l e & t@a
gv, Foreh gan o Foredhr 3R & ¥l 4 & 978§, i aigi 8]
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The essential ingredients of the offence under Section 3/4 are that the persons accused should have
made demand directly or indirectly from the parents or other relatives or guardians of a bride or a
bridegroom, as the case may be, any dowry and/or abets the giving and taking of dowry. Arun Singh v.
State of Uttar Pradesh, AIR Online 2020 SC 170.

Victim wife was living with accused during the subsistence of her previous marriage, she cannot be
treated as legally wedded wife of accused. Essential ingredients for the offence under this section
missing. Conviction set aside. Mukesh v. State of Madhya Pradesh, AIR Online 2019 MP 1305.

[4. Penalty for demanding dowry.-If any person demands, directly or indirectly, from the parents or the
other relatives or guardian of a bride or bridegroom, as the case may be, any dowry, he shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than six months, but w extend to two
years and with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees.

Provided that Court may, for adequate and special reasons to be mentined in the judgment, impose a
sentence of imprisonment for a term of less months.]

Notes
Testimony of informant, father of deceased that marriage was performed only after the assurance was
given for dowry, contradicted by other witnesses. Testimony of witness that the informant voluntarily
agreed for dowry, therefore demand not proved. Accused acquitted. Ramakanta Dash v. State of
Orissa, 2020 CrilJ 523.

Offence under this section is complete when the demand for dowry is made and consent for meeting
the demand is not necessary and if demand is consented then it becomes "dowry" within the ambit of
Section 2. L.V. Jadhav v. Shankarrao Abasaheb Pawar, AIR 1983 SC 1219: (1983) 4 SCC 231: 1983 CrilJ
1501.

Mere demand of dowry before marriage is an offence. Where the delay in lodging of FIR is satisfactorily
explained and the evidence of witnesses in support of dowry demand not shakened in cross-
examination. Accused liable to be convicted under this section. Pandurang Shivram Kawathkar v. State
of Maharashtra, 2001 CrilJ 2792.

Possibility of accused being in agreement with his brother with regard to the demand of dowry.
Conviction cannot be based on such assumptions without offence being proved beyond a reasonable
doubt. S. Gopal Reddy v. State of A.P., AIR 1996 SC 2184: (1996) 4 SCC 596:1996 CriLJ 3237.

Courts at the place where the wife takes shelter after leaving or driven away from the matrimonial
home on account of acts of cruelty committed by the husband or his relatives, would, also have
jurisdiction to entertain a complaint alleging commission of offences under Section 498A, IPC. Ruhi v.
Anees Ahmad, AIR Online 2020 SC 161.

214A. Ban on Advertisement.-If any person-

(a) offers, through any advertisment in any newspaper, periodical, journal or through any other media,
any share in his property or of any money or both as a share in any business or other interest as
consideration for the marriage of his son or daughter or any other relative;
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fecaofi
YR 3/4 o 3TefeT 3TORTET & TR Heceh & foh HTFYeFd T GaRT FUMREATT a8 I1 & & ATCT-
AT AT 37 AR AT 31TRATTS T TcTeT T & IT IRIET & A ggof T HIT Fr 313 8| AT gl &t AT
I @Y g o Y1 3reor g 9o Tee 3TH 3o Fo To TS0 3o 3iTe oS 2020 THo HYo 170.
ST Yeaht 379 g4 faarg & 3eciea o GR1e 31TRYeF o AU @ @I A, 38 3fAger &l [ o 4
franfear Tott ST AT ST HeaT| 38 URT 3 IO & T H1G2TS FUCH HlSG oTel | AT IR
1 9T | FhT Tdo T 3T Ho Yo, To TS0 3o JHTeT ellSeT 2019 Ho Fo 1305.
1[4. gg=r A & AT eanfa. - IS s caferd, AT I AT o & ATT-TdT - AT 3 ATIGR AT
TReTh O oY ggot T wceT a1 379cTeT 9 T HIT N ol 98 HRE & fogar 3af@ cg aa &
e STET B1aNT Tohoc] ST &l A cTeh T 81 Hehall 3R STATT & S &8 §oTR FUY TIeh M &1 Hehall, SUSHAIT
B9 : o] =TTl U e 3R {3y SRoit & it foTg & sfeafad 6 S, o 7 4 7
379y & HRIATA HT GUSTSET ITERNTAT HT HHT |]
feoqufy
FcTehT o AT FATeTm 1 IRATE & ggst 41 & avarde W faarg Hedest g3 T, 37 Qe
CART @Use fehdm IrT| HIElT 1 IREATE i GG FooT § gl é?i%ltfl‘lﬁﬁgm AT, 37cT: AT
IS TET €5 | TATHIrell &1 o F€ 3T T, 2020 f3Fo &iF 570 523.
$H URT & 37efieT 3TORTY AT X 81T & STal Got el HTIT T STl & AT 3 HTT bl T et T TEATT
T oTgl § I AT TS HALT I AT & &F STl & ol Tg ©RT 2 1 IR H 'ggot a1 ST 8| Tero Yo
ST o AT T HTHIRT UG, To HTSo o 1983 THe Hio 1219 : (1983) 4 THo Hio HYo 231 :
1983 3o &T STo 1501.
faaTg o qd Gt Y hael HIT Uh I §| STET TIH FI=1 RAIE & gIf@er e 7 g31 faea 1
Hecllvsie &9 H FASehel [ohaT ST § TUT S ot T AT o THI A AIETIT T T TS Wl &,
3AGFT 38 4RI & 37T AT 1 ST ¥ qToger AT Farra o we 3ite HgRTSE 2001
fho & S0 2792.
e ShT HIIT & HFEET 7 TGl &1 T TS & T HEH 8111 | JiFa e Heg o TN IR T
arfare farw farar O qaeamon ox 1At i 3meria 787 f&ar ST Herdr| v aTer 358! 3o ®ee
3T To dYo To 3TE0 o 1996 THo Hio 2184 : (1996 ) 4 THo HYo Yo 596 : 1996 fEho &T 3o 3237.
afel 312aT 38eh ATAGRT SaRT Il o I & fhT STt & HROT TS BISA AT H 3efT 3RTer 6
IR FRT ST & 3TRIT & GRETE &l Folel T &SR & | T o 31T 38, To Ao Mo 3ifer
TS 2020 THo HYo 161.
2[4%. TaATIA R Teey. - Ife a1 eafad-
() 37Tl G AT A AT fohell 31T ATAER o faarg & Fidherrasd il AR 74, f@gdenios
T, SReter IT fohdlT 3100 ATETH B, 379e1T & AT TRl et & 3720 AT Gledl o Tohdl RER AT
31 T & TRt 372T T TEUTI=T T,
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(b) prints or publishes or circulates any advertisement referred to in clause (a),

he shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than six months, but which
may extend to five years, or with fine which may extend to fifteen thousand rupees:

Provided that the Court may, for adequate and special reasons to be recorded in the judgment, impose
a sentence of imprisonment for a term of less than six months.]

5. Agreement for giving or taking dowry to be void.-Any agreement for the giving or taking of dowry
shall be void.

6. Dowry to be for the benefit of the wife or her heirs.-(1) When any dowry is received by any person
other than the woman in connection with whose marriage it is given, that person shall transfer it to the
woman-

(a) if the dowry was received before marriage, within [three months] after the date of marriage; or

(b) if the dowry was received at the time of or after the marriage, within [three months] after the date
of its receipt; or

(c) if the dowry was received when the woman was a minor, within [three months] after she has
attained the age of eighteen years, and pending such transfer, shall hold it in trust for the benefit of the
woman.

1[(2) If any person fails to transfer any property as required by sub-section (1) within the time limit
specified therefor, for as required by sub-section (3)] he shall be punishable with imprisonment for a
term which shall not be less than six months but which may extend to two years or with fine 3[which
shall not be less than five thousand rupees but which may extend to ten thousand rupees] or with both.]

(3) Where the woman entitled to any property under sub-section (1) dies before receiving it, the heirs of
the woman shall be entitled to claim it from the person holding it for the time being:

2[Provided that where such woman dies within seven years of her marriage otherwise than due to
natural causes, such property shall-

(a) if she has no children, be transferred to her parents, or
(b) if she has children, be transferred to such children and pending such transfer, be held in trust for
such children.]

“[(3A) Where a person convicted under sub-section (2) for failure to transfer any property as required by
sub-section (1) 2[or sub-section (3)] has not before his conviction under that sub-section, transferred
such property to the woman entitled thereto or, as the case may be [her heirs, parents or children] the
Court shall, in addition to awarding punishment under that sub-section, direct, by
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(@) GUS () F TATESE IS TaaATTe Fforet AT N IT Teh1RIcT MM AT IR HYa,

96 HRIAE U [SHehT 37aftr o ATe A A w61 g1l Tohoc] ST ATl A ek bl &1 Fehall, I7 STHAT & ST
Jogg GOl U e ol g1 Thall, GUSHT gIaT

o] F AT, T8 qiied 3R faQy ol @ St fAoTy # e 6 SiTier, o8 A & e I e
3af & HRIATE &1 GUSIE AT T FherT|]

5. GOl &1 AT A & FAT FIR FT Y7 . - ST & I7 oA oh [T FR LI BHamm | "

6. E&ST T Ueel! AT 3T aIRAT F BT F fAT g, - (1) ST A1S gt 0l & & ey, forass Rarg
& GFat H ag 1T Iam g, fondll cafebd gan wred foham SITar g, 98l a8 <dierd, 39 gaof -

() e 95 gt faaTe & qa wred foha aram 27 oY farg & arire & weard [t #rd) & #fiaw; ar

(@) afe ag gt fAaTg & TFY AT 3Th IAT WTCd ohdT IIT AT, dF 3HAT U hT ARG & gRaTd
BlGESIEEIGLEE

(31) TS T8 38 TAY STe T 3raaEh &Y o Trec T a7 AT ol 3Heb ITORE AV ahl T UTed el oh
gATd [ el AT & IR,

Y Pl IedRd X GIM AR T 30T doh 3 =T oh T H TAT o BIIC oh Told TROT |

1(2) Tfe IS ST ITURT (1) SaRT FAT 3ufard foRdT @Fafea &1, 38 forw aRETAT shrer o e 2 [
T ITURT (3) SART ITETA] 30T el H ALY IZIM, o 98 FRIAE &, g 33 o A &
e FTET B Tehoc] al aY e T &1 Tehall, AT STAT H, 3[Si UTel §oTR TV U &had ohl T8I foho] & o
TYU Ieh T g1 AT, | AT GlAT T, GUSATT 19T |]

(3) STET 3ULRT (1) & 3efeT forell FFdfed & foIT gehaR T & 38 1o lel o qd Hcg &1 oIl o, gl
&Y & IR 38 TTHT GROT el dTel T & &TdT sl & gheR &Il ;

2[R STt O T T 7 3 faarg & A1d a¥ & ek Wiehfcish RO & 32T g1 SfTelt § aer T
afed,

() TTS IS AT AT & Al 3Teh ATAT-TAAT T I Rl T ST, AT

(T) TTE 3THT TATT & o 3T VAT TdTeT ol AR FI ST 3R WF 31cRoT T T FdH & forw
T o 9 H YROT I ST ]

4[(3%) STET 3UYRT (1) 2 [ IT 3TURT (3)] SaRT HUTETT HFUTed Sl Hea 0T kel H 3FH g & [oIT,
3ULRT (2) & 3N AT 3g0 a0 fond safard o, 3T 3TURT & 3l 39 A€y g0 J1 &
qd, VY §F4fed #1, 38 T geaR S &t a1, Uit [ 39% arir, ATd-fdar ar d@dr=) @t
3TcRUT 8T fohdT § &1 ~ITITeTd, 3T 3UURT & 31¢fieT gus 3ifafaviia s & 3ifaReq, of@aa sneer
AR, Jg fAcer gan foh

o safFa, vl gEufed v, rufeufa o & a1 (3T oAl ATar-Rar ar ddr] Fr o 3afr &
R 3 3meer 7 [fAfese v s, 3earor W AR afe T safFa 0 A &1 33 v [Ifakise
37afer & IR 3TeTUTeleT el & 3Tl QI ol FoFafed o Hed & SR I 3HY TH aHel I 5
Rl AT a8 T =TT GaRT AR STATAT 81 3R 3qehT, Funfeufa, 39 & ar [ 36 arikE,
HTAT-TAAT IT HTeT] f T fohdm ST Fehat (]

(4) S GRT &I SIS T YR 3 AT 4 & 3T T JHG 8T ST |
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order in writing, that such person shall transfer the property to such woman or, as the case may be, her
heirs, parents or children within such period as may be specified in the order, and if such person fails to
comply with the direction within the period so specified, an amount equal to the value of the property
may be recovered from him as if it were a fine imposed by such Court and paid to such woman or, as the
case may be. [her heirs parents or children.]

(4) Nothing contained in this section shall affect the provisions of Section 3 or Section 4
Notes

Where dowry was taken as a consideration of marriage and amount was received by father of husband
on son's behalf, it was held by the Court that both were liable for offence under this section P.T.S.
Saibaba v. P. Mangatayaru, 1978 CriL) 1362.

Giving of dowry and traditional presents at or about time of wedding does not raise a presumption that
such a property was thereby entrusted and put under the dominion of parents-in-law of bride or other
close relations so as to attract ingredients of this section. Bobbili Ramakrishna Raju Yadav v. State of
Andhra Pradesh, AIR 2016 SC 442: (2016) 3 SCC 309.

Criminal proceedings under this section are independent of criminal prosecution under Sections 3 and 4.
Bobbili Ramakrishna Raju Yadav v. State of Andhra Pradesh, AIR 2016 SC 442: (2016) 3 SCC 309.

Suit for recovery of dowry and gold ornaments from husband is maintainable under Section 6 as the
husband holds dowry articles as trustee. Vadhiboyana Venkata Krishna Reddy v. C. Venkata Ramama
Reddy, AIR 2019 Hyd 3.

2[7. Cognizance of offences.-(1) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1973 (2 of 1974).

(a) no court inferior to that of a Metropolitan Magistrate or a Judicial Magistrate of the first class shall
try any offence under this Act;

(b) no court shall take cognizance of an offence under this Act except upon-

(i) its own knowledge or a police report of the facts which constitute such offence; or

(ii) a complaint by the person aggrieved by the offence or a parent or other relative of such person, or by
any recognised welfare institution or organisation;

(c) it shall be lawful for a Metropolitan Magistrate or a Judicial Magistrate of the first class to pass any
sentence authorised by this Act on any person convicted of any offence under this Act.

Explanation. For the purposes of this sub-section, "recognised welfare institution or organisation"
means a social welfare institution or organisation recognized in this behalf by the Central or State
Government.
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feoqoft

ST81 gt ol e & Sfcither & &9 3 foram aram o aer iRy st afey & frdr garT g &1 3 & forr arn
T, #ITATIT SRT g JTETRA TohaT 31T foh ST 81 S8 RT o 3T 3R & iy F| dte dro o
aréaTar fre dro HIATATE, 1978 fFo T 3T 1362.

faare W a1 faarg & AT gget A1 IRFAR IUGRT T AT ST Tg ST Scoed oT61 hid fob TEH
FFafcd T TEEART aY & HH-A AT 37 Aehe & ATAGRT &l =& fohdT 3T § T o1 &
T 91T § ATk SH UIRT o 37arydl bl 31Tehse &< | Setelt TATHEOT T . T 3T e 32T, To 3o
3R 2016 THo Hio 442 : (2016) 3 THo Hio HYo 309.

59 URT & 31efeT g1iUseh FRIAIRAT, YRT 3 T2AT 4 & 3T fvss 3ifFATT T TadT &1 el
THATFSOT ] AT o TT 3 AT T&A, To HTSo Mo 2016 THo Hio 442: (2016) 3 THo Hio Hto
309.

afdl & Eg ol TUT FiA o gl T G el o TTT ale URT 6 3 37elleT oty g argifeh afed gt &t aecg3it
I Teh =T & &9 H UTRA T §| AGIENATAT deheT FEOI I3 Tdo deheT THTAT 333, To 3Téo
3o 2019 §Go 3.

2[7. ITYITEY T HATST. - (1) GUS UishaAT TigdT, 1973 (1974a;r2)ﬁmﬁm$sﬁ§traﬁ,-

() FETIR ATSIESE AT YUH FoT 1A Al e & AT T IR i AT 39 fafHaq &
31efieT foRgY 3TORTET T TA=IROT 18T e,

(T@) FIS AT 38 3Rz & 3= fond 3rowrer &1 T, -

(i) 39T ST T AT XL ORI Y IS et aTel T2 b1 Iferd RUIE O, a1

(i) 3TIRTET G <ITAT IT UF Fferd & ATAT-TIAT AT 3o ATAGR SaRT 7T Tohdll AT ATITCH SHedT0]
TEAT AT TITSA @R fohw T aRare o, &1 e, 37T g1

(3T) TR AT IT FUH 91 =411k Aloeee & foiw g faferqut grem fo ag 5@ sfRfaw &
37efiT fordll 3TRTE & T fAgely oguie aTv fohdt safea & faeg, 50 HRTH carT Tiftehd w5
guaTeer IIiRd HY|

TISEGHIOT. - 3T 3TURT oh TATSTail o [olT "HAeTdTITCT hedT0T TEAT IT HITST " T i TAT JATST
FHeIT0T TEAT AT TS AU & o7 58 fATHcd Fet T A7 ToT TFHR GaRT AIAT AT IS B
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(2) Nothing in Chapter XXXVI of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974), shall apply to any
offence punishable under this Act.]

![(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in any law for the time being in force, a statement made by
the person aggrieved by the offence shall not subject such person to a prosecution under this Act.]

Notes
Police complaint is deemed to be a complaint in view of explanation to Section 2(d), CrPC. Nanjanna v.
State of Karnataka, 1987 CriL) 1386: 1987 (1) Crimes 210.

Taking of cognizance on the basis of complaint filed by the Dowry Prohibition Officer not authorized to
file complaint, is illegal and prosecution on its basis is liable to be set aside. Yogesh Chhibbar v. State of
U.P., 2000 Cril) 2849.

2[8. Offences to be cognizable for certain purposes and to be non-bailable and non compoundable.-(1)
The Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974) shall apply to offences under this Act as if they were
cognizable offences-

(a) for the purposes of investigation of such offences; and

(b) for the purposes of matters other than

(i) matters referred to in Section 42 of that Code; and

(ii) the arrest of a person without a warrant or without an order of a Magistrate.

(2) Every offence under this Act shall be [non-bailable] and non- compoundable.]

1[8A. Burden of proof in certain cases. Where any person is prosecuted for taking or abetting the taking
of any dowry under section 3, or the demanding of dowry under section 4, the burden of proving that he
had not committed an offence under those sections shall be on him.]

Notes
Since the defence of the accused is one of total denial, he, has not chosen to get any witness examined
for him nor has he chosen, to produce any document. Besides this, nothing is brought on record in the
evidence of any of the prosecution witnesses in discharge of this burden. This shows that the accused
failed to discharge the burden of proof cast upon him under this section. Krishna v. State of Karnataka,
2010 Crily 1515.

1[8B. Dowry Prohibition Officers-(1) The State Government may appoint as many Dowry Prohibition
Officers as it thinks fit and specify the areas in respect of which they shall exercise their jurisdiction and
powers under this Act. (2) Every Dowry Prohibition Officer shall exercise and perform the following
powers and functions, namely :-

(a) to see that the provisions of this Act are complied with ;
(b) to prevent, as far as possible, the taking or abetting the taking of, or the demanding of dowry:
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(2) &Us Yfshar GTEdT, 1973 (1974 T 2) & AT 36 ST IS dTd 5T TATAIH & 31eNT gusary fmdr
3RS T I3[ 18T g1l |

1[(3) FewaT g Ty fafey & el a1t & 81 gU o, 3roRTer & cafid caferd g fokam I ey
W cafFd ot 58 g & 3refiet 31feraister s amelt Y s=rCam|)

feoqufy
gferd giRdre go Yo FHo T URT 2 (1) & TASRIVT HI TS H Ueh IRdTe THSAT S| Festea o
T IHTH FdATedh, 1987 oo o 5o 1386 : 1987 ( 1 ) FISFH 210.
aRare SIiEe i & T 3oTftiehe ggst Tierder TR eaRT arfliel IRdleG UR TR &Y FAleT
T, A § AT 38 IR I ARSI I T STt 7 Gy g1 Averer f¥eaw fe e 31w o
o, 2000 fso AT STo 2849,
2[8. Il T F& YAISAT F AT AT T TUT FHAANT 3R erHAT er. — (1) &us ik
A&, 1973 (1974 T 2) S8 HTATAIH o 31efeT 3 & oIE] gl AT
(%) U TR & 31=AVUT & TATeTall & forT; 31 3rRredt shr
(@) f=faf@a & e vt & waresr & fore-
(i) 39 Tfgar 1 arr 42 # [fAEse v 3k
(if) FopelY st &Y aRue & foar a1 Ao e & fFeY 3meer & 9= PRTarY, T3 3rRuer 8|
(2) 3T TATATH o 31T Tcdoh 3TURTE [ASTATIAT] 3R 3T gIamm|

1[8%. TS ATHAI H T HT K.~ -STgT IS AT URT 3 o 37EfleT egoT olel T - EgoT ohl AT GEARCT
Tl F T I1 4RT 4 F 31T ggoT AR F o 3T fFar sirar & a8t I8 anfed Fier 1 6R
38T IR BT foh 38 37 GRT3iT o 31efieT g TR oAeT fohaT B 1]

fecquft
ek YT T FTCRET UTTAT SehX 1 &, IHeT oF &1 HITaTaT 3l 38k Torw Giaadietm 1, o & IS
cFATdST 92T fohaT| 58 37eMTaT 38 R A 3afad & AT anferdl & & fondlr & carT @red #,
3o o 7Y o | I ERIT AT § o 39 URT & 3l 39 W 3IRRIRT aew & R &t
SeAITI et H HTAGeFT fathel T6T| F0I fo FT 3T Fette, 2010 o & o 1515.
18w ot wfader JAF. — (1) ToT THR 3T agot FTaver ITUHRY fAgerd T Hehall folcdet a8
S Tast 3R T & Afese FT gt Sadhr sraad 3 et 3fewRar 3R afFaat 1 g3 59
fafaTe & refi H3En
(2) Tk Egot Ffaver 3TN e TR QfeFaal o1 Tt 3R Shedil T UTefeT T, 37T : -
(oh) TE ST Toh 5 HTATATH & IU=Hl &1 IHeTdTere fhaT ST S ;
(@) ST cel AT Egot et hl AR el AT G ST HITA l JUTHIS e,
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(c) to collect such evidence as may be necessary for the prosecution of persons committing offences
under this Act; and

(d) to perform such additional functions as may be assigned to him by the State Government, or as may
be specified in the rules made under this Act,

(3) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette confer such powers of a police
officer as may be specified in the notification on the Dowry Prohibition Officer who shall exercise such
powers subject to such limitations and conditions as may be specified by the rules made under this Act.
(4) The State Government may, for the purpose of advising and assisting the Dowry Prohibition Officers
in the efficient performance of their functions under this Act, appoint an advisory Board consisting of
not more than five social welfare workers (out of whom at least two shall be women) from the area in
respect of which such Dowry Prohibition Officer exercises jurisdiction under sub-section (1)].

9. Power to make rules. (1) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make
rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

1(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such rules may
provide for--

(a) the form and manner in which, and the persons by whom, any list of presents referred to in sub-
section (2) of Section 3 shall be maintained and all other matters connected therewith; and
(b) the better co-ordination of policy and action with respect to the administration of this Act.]

2[(3)] Every rule made under this section shall be laid as soon as may be after it is made before each
House of Parliament while it is in session for a total period of thirty days which may be comprised in one
session or in two or more successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session immediately
following the session or the successive sessions aforesaid), both Houses agree in making any
modification in the rule or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter
have effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be, so however that any such
modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under
that rule.

Notes

Directions issued to take more effective steps to implement provisions of the Act and Rules, to activate
Dowry Probibition Officers and also frame rules under Section 9 (2) (b). Further to take steps to arouse
conscience of people against demand and acceptance of dowry, awaken Anti-Dowry Literacy among
people through Lok Adalats, radio broadcasts, television and newspapers and to establish committed
and sincere machinery to implement Act and Rules for eradication of evil of dowry. In re: Enforcement
and Implementation of Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961, AIR 2005 SC 2375: 2005 CrilJ 2595: (2005) 4 SCC
565.
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(31) 58 AT & 31T IR FIA dret ATt & ATFAST & foIT T A16T TR vl i
37T gi; 3R

(&) v 3faRed F1F Far it T WER 39 T 10 a1 39 31f0fFge & e sarv v Fgar &
fafafése fore ama|

(3) ToT THR TIT A G a1 ol Fiaser AR 1 fhdl gford feary v oy
QATFTAT Fereel T Fehall it TR 7 fafATEse i ST 3 a Vet arfercrat s gty Tt aRefansi
ﬁT%Eﬁ%W@ﬁg@Wﬁsﬁm%mﬂwmmﬁmﬁml

(4) ToT THR Ggof TV AR 1 58 ITATATA & 3refieT 38 Heal & g&T Tl Fehalt forasd
38 87 I, [STehr a1ed UaT ggor IfaveT 31feRY 3TURT (1) & 31f1eT 31T dar 1 gaer #idl &, 9
T 37T AT HeIT0T HIhdT g1d1 (FoleTd & F T A &l AfgTU giam) 1]

9. fATH T Y ATFA. - (1) Fe T TPR 3 MARIT F ATl o) FriTfead e & v Fas,
TSI F TG GIRT FoTT el |

Y((2) TafRrseaar 3R qaeTeT erfere T sardehdr W Sfdere 93T sTel fe, 08 foaaAt 7 fefaf@da &
forT Iuser fham ST dham, 37T -

(&) IE TFT o 3R ag Afa aw 3R 0 cgfara [oeTeh gaRT amT 3 1 394RT (2) # fAfése diet dr
IS F WY STl 3R 308 Feftrd w33 faw ; 3k

(@) 39 fAATH & gAra Fr a1ad A 3R FIES F7 SFR THAT ]

2 [(3) ] 39 4RT & 31efied ST 31T Tcdeh fATH FATT Mo o AT JUTME THE, & YeAdh del &
HAGT ST ag T H I, g &t T 37978 & forw T@r Seen| 3 [ Ig 31afe Ush @ & 37Ydr ar I 31
Tefshideh FAT & G g1 Hehell| ITE 37 T o IT Yallere 3MTefshiaeh HAT oh &1eh a1 & T o I7adlel
9 | AT Heet 39 A 7 #1s IRadel H¥et & foT GeHAd 81 ST df deqard a8 08 aRafdd &9 7
&1 STET B1eT AT 3o 3AHIST & Gd Glell Heol WA 8l SV foh a8 9IH s1gT =TT SA1er Mg T o
AR a8 [ASHeTa 81 STl fehec] et & & aRafcla a1 fasgena gl @ 3aeh 37efieT vgel T 915
Tl a7t <hr fafrATTar o gfaeker Jerra w7gT asam|

fecquft

HATAGHA TAUT HIH & UGl T ol9] A & [T 3R JHA HheH 3o & v, ggel glave
3TTRIRET &7 Tfeh T TaATe) & fIT T2am 9RT 9 (2) (@) F 37T fFH T_ATRg e & forw e sy e
ITT| ST T AT TUT THhR et oh Taeg AT T HecRIcHT Sl STH] A & [T 3R FHhed 3o,
ieh 31eTerd, I3A JEROT, Telldislel dUT ATIRYAT SaRT &gt faRTe HeRAT T SA1efd el adr
egoT T TS T HATST ol & [T ifAfrs Tur At @ o) i & fov gfdeg qur s
AN TATRT FEAT| TABRIATE TUS SFcellAeerT 3% STad) Migeers vae, 1961 & ATHS H, To
TS0 3o 2005 THo Hio 2375 : 2005 fFo AT e 2598 : (2005) 4 THo HYo Hio 505.
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1[10. Power of the State Government to make rules.-(1) The State Government may, by notification in
the Official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such rules may provide
for all or any of the following matters, namely:--

(a) the additional functions to be performed by the Dowry Prohibition Officers under sub-section (2) of
section 8B ;

(b) limitations and conditions subject to which a Dowry Prohibition Officer may exercise his functions
under sub-section (3) of section 8B.

(3) Every rule made by the State Government under this section shall be laid as soon as may be after it is
made before the State Legislature.]
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1[10. T=T IR I AIH T Y ATFA. - (1) TT WFR, 3T JA™AATA S

SYSTeT ST hTTodd ehlel & ToIT, TSI H AT GaRT, [T FA1 Fehal |

(2) TafRISeeaT 3R qaameAT AT I SATThAT T Ficthel THTE STel &1, V. i@t 7 Hefar@d
T a7 fohee ! Tawt o forw 3ueer foram 1T TehaT, 37T -

(oh) EeoT TTcTSer JTERTRET SR XY 8% I STLRT (2) o 37EMeT UTeleT FohT ST aTel TR e -
(Er)3W3ﬁ?%ﬁmmﬂwﬁ§¢mmmﬂm8@ﬁmm$mﬁﬂ
379 et ST FAIT HY Hehal |

(3) TS TR SdRT 38 YRT & e FARIT AT Y Ah TITH TAT SATed o GAT JU2Ner IF
TaeITeT-HS ol & GHET TWT ST
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